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NOTICE OF ANNUAL MEETING 
The annual meeting of Augustana Lutheran Church will be held on Sunday, January 22nd at 9:15 a.m. in the 
sanctuary.  
 
The agenda includes approval of the budget for 2012, election of officers, and reports of the committees. 
 
All confirmed members are encouraged to attend the meeting. 

 
 
 

KWIK TRIP GIFT CARDS 
Do you go to Kwik Trip for Milk, Gas or Donuts?  
Buy a $20.00 gift card from the youth. The cost is $20.00. No real cost to 
you. But the youth will earn money on each card.  Kwik Trip Cards will be 
available on the first Sunday of the month along side of the Fair Trade 
coffee. Or you can order them on the sign-up sheet outside Carole’s 
Office. We will be ordering cards once a month. 

 
 
2012 OFFERING ENVELOPES MAY BE PICKED UP NOW! Please remember to use your new 2012 
envelopes. You may get rid of any unused 2011 envelopes. Numbers have been reassigned so it is important 
that you use the current envelopes to have your contributions credited to you. Thank you! 

 

What not to take into the New Year 
 

• Self-help books — Trust in God first; don’t turn to him as a last resort. (See Proverbs 3:5-6.) 
 
• Tape measure — Consider only God’s standards; don’t compare yourself to other people.  

  (See Luke 18:9-14.) 
 
• Rearview mirror — Don’t live in the past. You’ll miss out on what God is doing in your life now.  
   (See Philippians 3:12-14.) 
 
• Gavel — Instead of judging others, pray for them, help them and team with them. (See Luke 6:37-38.) 
 
• Life vest — Don’t be overly cautious spiritually. Peter experienced Jesus in a real way because he  
dared to step out of the boat. (See Matthew 14:22-33.) 

mailto:augustana@centurytel.net
http://www.augustanachurch.com/
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• Garage-door opener — We think we’re networked but often isolate ourselves from our neighbors. God  
  intended for us to live in community with one another. (See Hebrews 10:23-25.) 
 
• Handcuffs — Don’t offer excuses about why you can’t help out. God can do amazing things through  
 — and despite — us. Just follow him, with no excuses. (See Mark 6:35-44.) 
—Gregg McCaslin 

 
 

           
Are you familiar with the ―Life is Good‖ merchandise line?  It’s a creative line of apparel, water bottles, mugs, 
etc. that illustrate a twist on common phrases like: ―All Nighter‖- with a picture of a person in a sleeping bag… 
or a pair of hiking boots with the saying ―The journey is the destination‖… or a pair of Birkenstock sandals with 
the saying, ―Not all who wander are lost.‖  One of my favorites in this series shows a person in snowshoes (with 
a trail of prints left behind in the snow) and the saying ―Remember where you came from.‖  As many of you 
know, snowshoeing is one my favorite winter activities.  So I, for one, look forward to snowfall – and lots of it 
(you know… the good, powdery stuff—the stuff we haven’t gotten yet this yearL)!!  And once there is a good 
base on the ground, I look forward to any and every opportunity to head out into the woods or across the lake.  
I appreciate the quiet of the outdoors… the crispness of the winter air… the refreshment of the exercise and 
―time away‖ from work… and yes, I enjoying seeing the trail of prints left behind – ―remembering where I came 
from.‖  It reminds me that we are all on a journey—a journey that brings us through thickly wooded areas… 
across open plains… up steep inclines to incredible look-outs… and at times, down into deep valleys.  
Sometimes the journey is smooth and easy.  Other times it is strenuous and challenging.   And still other times, 
absolutely breath-taking.  Sometimes we get caught up in the underbrush.  Sometimes we need to stop and 
rest – to catch our breath and take in the views.  And if and when we fall, we have to figure out how to get 
back up, brush the snow off, and start again.  This is the journey of life… the journey of faith…  

Joyce Rupp, in her book May I Have this Dance? An Invitation to Faithful Prayer Throughout the Year, 
begins her reflections for the month of January with these words: ―Our life is a journey.  We are always òon the 
road.ó  Each time another January greets us, we have an opportunity to pause, to see where we have been, to notice how 
far we have come, and to ponder how that journey has been for us.  Each new year is also a time to clear our vision, to take 
stock of our resources, and to refresh our dreams as we set out once more on the journey that is oursé‖  It sounds like 
good advice to me—for us as individuals and as a congregation.  As we prepare to enter into a new year of 
ministry together, I encourage you to pause and take some time to reflect… to ―remember where you/we came 
from‖ and how far you/we have come… to clear your/our vision… to ponder what might lie ahead for 
you/us… and to refresh your/our dreams for the journey you/we are on as God’s people.   
     Looking back : Where have you/we been in the past year?  How has the journey been you/us?  How has 
God enriched, affirmed, and enlivened you/us as a congregation?  How have you/we been challenged and 
tested along the way?  What have you/we learned about God? ourselves? our mutual ministry in this 
time/place? 
     Looking ahead: Where is God leading you/us in the coming year?  What new areas should be explored?  
What are the resources and assets we have to draw from?  What needs to be left behind?   What should be 
carried forward?  What are your/our dreams for Augustana and our ministry together?   

Dear friends, the journey we are called to as Christians / as a missional church is NOT to stick to the 
well-worn paths of the past… NOT to keep retracing our steps—what we know and feel most comfortable 
with.  It’s good to know where we have come from and how far we have come, but life and faith aren’t lived in 
the past—they are lived in the present… always looking to the future… exploring new territory… changing 
our routes… following God’s lead (even when we’re not quite sure where we will end up).   ―I know what I am 
doing.‖ God promises.  ―I have it all planned outñplans to take care of you, not abandon you, plans to give you the 
future you hope for.  When you call on me, when you come and pray to me, Iõll listen.   When you come looking for me, 
youõll find me.  Yes, when you get serious about finding me and want it more than anything else, Iõll make sure you wonõt 
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be disappointed‖ (Jeremiah 29:11-13 – The Message).  Are we calling upon God… seeking God… asking God 
where we should be going? what God’s plans for us are?   
As we begin a new year, let’s focus NOT on the past… but on the future God is leading us into.  It won’t 
necessarily be easy, but God will be there every step of the way… and God will ―make sure we wonõt be 
disappointed!‖      

Blessings in the New Year!  Pastor Karen 
 
 
 

Augustana Lutheran Church  
Church Council Minutes 
November 15, 2011 

 
Attending: Diane Carlson, Bob Chubb, Craig Friess, Bill Lussier, Tom Hallgren, Rachael Stuntz, Mark Ruppel, 
Karyn Hullinger, Kathy Kreger, Val Sutherland, Carol Wallin, Carole DeJardin, and Pastor Karen Hofstad. 
Absent: Dan Shoemaker, Vonnie Schell. 
 
Call to Order: 
President Diane Carlson called meeting to order. 
Bill Lussier led opening devotions and prayer. 
 
Approval of Agenda: 
Agenda was approved on a motion made by Karyn Hullinger, seconded by Rachael Stuntz. Motion carried. 
 
Tool Time: Pastor Karen Hofstad led a short Bible study that focused on the question, ―Who is Our Neighbor?‖ 
Scripture passages were shared and thoughtful questions were presented to help focus our mission as a 
council, an individual, and as members of our congregation. 
 
Approval of Minutes: 
The minutes were amended to read, ―We are hosting an Ecumenical Thanksgiving Service for the community.‖ 
Motion to approve the minutes as amended was made by Rachael Stuntz, and seconded by Bill Lussier. 
Motion carried. 
 
President Diane Carlson thanked everyone for participating in the individual council member meetings with 
herself and Pastor. Many helpful suggestions were shared and should benefit the council in the coming year. 
 
Finance/Treasurer Report: 
Carol Wallin gave the Finance report 
As of 10/31/11   
Balance in Checking   $10,042.49 
Balance in Money Market  $44,992.37 
Balance in Debt Retirement  $10,567.70 
Loan Balance    $229,577.25 
 
There was an excellent response for the debt retirement drive. Commitments are coming in now as well as 
some scheduled for the first six months of next year. The goal of reducing the debt by half will be close to 
being met. Thanks to the committees that presented preliminary budget proposals. Budget will be finalized in 
December. 
Pastors Report: 
There are seven families involved in the new member program. A reception for them will be held between 
services on Sunday November 27, 2011. 
The focus for the coming period will be Advent and Christmas. Much prayer, planning and preparation will be 
done to experience and celebrate the season. 
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Youth & Family Ministry Report: 
Carole reported the puppet skits are done and went well. Liturgical dance has begun rehearsals and Tess 
Duncan and Libby DeJardin are choreographing the dance. Hey is going so well we’ve had to move into the 
Great Hall to have more room. Thanks to the members who have made meals, or bought meals for the kids. 
Godstock went well, we could be proud of how our young people conducted themselves. Thirteen are 
registered for the National Youth Gathering in New Orleans. The open door fundraiser is going a little slower 
than we hoped, may have to do additional fundraising. Looking at possible destinations for the Mission trip this 
coming summer. Hope to keep it to a Thursday-Monday time period. Milestone Ministry committee will meet on 
November 29 to make plans for the first four months of 2012. A faith chest making day is scheduled for 
January or February. A house blessing was done for the Dave and Shirley Anne Evenson home. 
 
Committee Reports: 
 
Worship and Music 
Met on November 8. Nicole Donatell and Terri Brown will be in charge of decorating the sanctuary and Great 
Hall for Advent and Christmas. Laura Lindquist reported the organ has been tuned as well as keyboards. Plans 
were set for the Thanksgiving Eve Service hosting the congregations from St Anthony’s, First Lutheran, 
Northern Lakes, First United Methodist, and Barronett. We will have a pie and ice cream fellowship following 
the service with council members providing and serving the ice cream. Choir and Praise Team rehearsals are 
going well with some new and returning singers.  
 
Communications  
A picture frame is needed for the collage photo from the most recent picture directory. Motion was made by 
Karyn Hullinger and seconded by Tom Hallgren to draw the funds to pay for the frame from the undesignated 
memorial fund not to exceed $150. Motion carried. 
Stewardship 
The drive this year stands at 87 pledges for a total of $168,000. Thanks to all for the support of time and 
talents. 
 
Outreach  
Many things coming up in the next few weeks such as the Scandinavian baking day at church, Sunday, 
November 20 from 1-4 pm.; new member photos and interviews, cookie walk and Christmas closet sale. 
Other committee reports postponed until next meeting 
 
Old Business: 
Motion was made by Kathy Kreger to recommend increasing the organist/accompanist salary up to $6250 
annually for the 2012 budget, seconded by Mark Ruppel. Motion carried. 
 
New Business: 
A preliminary budget was handed out. All council members were directed to review it and look at possible 
adjustments prior to the final budget recommendation at the December council meeting.  
 
Motion was made by Val Sutherland and seconded by Tom Hallgren to set the annual meeting date for 
January 22, 2012. Motion carried. 
 
The church received a letter requesting support for a new ELCA congregation in the Cameron area called the 
Living Water Church. No action taken at this time. 
 
Motion was made by Karyn Hullinger and seconded by Kathy Kreger to separate the Money Market account 
into two accounts as follows: $20,000 to be designated as Capital Improvements and the balance to remain as 
general Money Market. Motion carried. 
 
December council meeting is set for 5:30 p.m. on Sunday December 18, at Diane Carlson’s home. 
 
Adjournment and Prayer: 
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Motion to adjourn by Mark Ruppel, seconded by Tom Hallgren. Motion carried. Council closed with the Lord’s 
Prayer. 
 
Respectfully Submitted: 
Val Sutherland, Secretary 
 
Reminder: December Devotions—Kathy Kreger 
  January Devotions—Val Sutherland     

 
Augustana Finance Committee 

December 18, 2011 
The Finance Committee did not meet. 

 
Balance as of November 30, 2011 
 
Balance in Checking $ 8,284.30 
Balance in Money Market $ 44,996.31 
Balance in Debt Retirement Fund $ 11,008.77 
Loan Balance $191,105.19 
 
Budget Performance (YTD thru November 2011) 
Offerings:  -$ 195 below budget 
Expenses:  -$ 4353 below budget  
Net Income:  +$ 4158 above budget 
 
Note: Budget net income YTD thru November =  

-$8206 
Actual net income YTD thru November =  

-$4048 
 

Join us for  
Cumberland Food Distribution 
The First Saturday of Every Month 
In conjunction with Ruby’s Pantry 
At Cumberland Elementary School 
1520 Second Avenue 
Bring your own baskets/boxes 
And/or wheeled carts for food. 
Registration is at 7:30 a.m. 
Distribution is from 8:00 – 9:30 a.m. 
 
This food distribution has  
NO INCOME REQUIREMENTS 
$15.00 donation appreciated. 
Cash only, please. 
 
Typical food includes meat  
Fresh or canned fruits/veggies  
Bread  
Dairy and snacks. 
(Food and quantities differ each month.) 
Volunteers needed. Call 715-822-2830. 
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Augustana Prayer Chain     
If you have a friend or family member that you would like to be prayed for, please contact the 
Prayer Chain by calling Corrine Thoe at 822-2119 or the church office at 822-2890 

  
 

 
11525 Luther Point Road      
Grantsburg, WI 54840      www.LutherPoint.org        
715-689-2347 
 
 
Greetings from Luther Point January 2012 

 
Summer 2012ñPut Us on Your Calendar Moms:  This is a special word to our moms who are beginning to look ahead to the 
summer of 2012.  The camp schedule is on the Luther Point website: lutherpoint.org.  Online registration is available now (Jan. 1) so 
register early, especially for the specialty camps, like horse camp, guitar, drama, etc. these programs fill up early.  Once again there 
will be a number of incentives and discounts, so take advantage!  Camperships will also be available. Look for the Campership 
request form on the webpage: lutherpoint.org.  Summer brochures will be coming out in mid-January. 
 
Introducing the òMemorial and Honor Programó Luther Point is offering a way to help recognize those special events and dates in 
life. We will send a card to a loved one or a friend recognizing their special day on your behalf.  Honor a person with a gift to Luther 
Point for a birthday, anniversary, confirmation, wedding, baptism, get well and more. Give a gift in memory of someone as well.   Go to 
our website, www.lutherpoint.org and click on Donate, click Send a Card.  Follow the prompts, give a gift via credit card and Luther 
Point will send a personal hand written card to the person(s) you are recognizing.   This new giving opportunity is available now.    
 
Winter / Spring Retreats Offered Jointly with Luther Park: Check out our website LutherPoint.org and choose a retreat offering: 
 
Youth Retreats during Jan. and March, check the websites  
Quilting Retreat, Feb. 2-5, 2012 at Luther Park 
Menôs Retreat:  March 9-11, 2012 at Luther Point 
Spirituality of Bread Baking:  March 23-24, 2012 at Luther Point 
Prayer Shawl and Knitting:  April 26, 2012 at Luther Point 
  
Advent Fellowship & Cookie Baking Retreat Recap:  Cookies, cookies, cookies!! We had two wonderful weekends both at Luther 
Point and Luther Park on December 3 & 10.  We had over 20 people at both sites to spend an entire day baking holiday cookies and 
visiting with old and new friends.  This event was definitely a hit, especially with the youth who came along to share in a time of 
fellowship and learning how to bake.  Thanks for coming out to be with us a camp! 
 
Calling All Team Members:  Calling all enthusiastic and spirit-filled young adults looking for an adventure of a lifetime!  Starting NOW!  
Luther Point is looking for the 2012 Summer Staff.  About 35 counselors and team leaders will bring our ministry to life this summer.  
Employment information is available on our website at:  www.lutherpoint.org.  For questions please Jesse Weiss at 715-689-2347 or 
email him at Jesse@Lutherpoint.org.   
 
Check out our Website:  LutherPoint.org:  The website has greatly improved and there are some really cool photos and updated 
info.  Especially check out our Wish List:  You can now go online and order wish list items directly from Amazon.com and have the 
items shipped directly to the camp.    PLEASE NOTE:   We are still looking for good used vehicles, preferably mini-vans or mid-
size sedans.  We have some older vehicles that are showing their wear and tear. You can also find us on Facebook, Twitter, 
Flicker and YouTube. 
 
Come and Retreat with Us: We have weekend openings for the Retreat Center, Family Cabins, Luther Lodge and more. Perfect for a 
weekend get away with family and friends. Are you looking to schedule a family reunion? Whatever the occasion, consider staying 
at Luther Point! Inquire with Liz@LutherPoint.org or call (715) 689-2347. 
 
Together in Ministry,     
Rev. Craig M. Corbin, Executive Director 

http://www.lutherpoint.org/
http://www.lutherpoint.org/
mailto:Jesse@Lutherpoint.org
mailto:Liz@LutherPoint.org
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Wednesday night HEY schedule  
January 4th- Blind pizza making night  
January 11th- Block night –come and play with blocks and look at the scripture differently 
January 18th – HEY- 
January 26th- HEY –cookout and lawn games  
February 1st-HEY- 
February 8th- need adults to help on this night –human foosballs in the Great Hall   
February 15th-need adults to help on this night 
February 22nd-need adults to help on this night  
February 29th- Fondue dinner – We need lots of adults to help on this night  

 
Church in Society 
Augustana at the Crossroads 
God has been at work in Augustana, Cumberland, Barron County, Wisconsin, the United States and in the world at 
large.  Thanks go to you, the members of Augustana, for your generous giving of time and monies. 
 
Through your offerings, Augustana was able to provide support of $1500 to the Grow-Hansons, who were ELCA 
missionaries in Senegal and who have returned to the United States to begin a new chapter in their lives.  We look 
forward to continued support of an ELCA missionary in the coming year. 
 
Your offerings allowed us to give: 
* $300 to the Benjamin House, a homeless shelter in Rice Lake that serves all of Barron County. 
*$100 to Lutheran Social Services 
*$100 to Habitat for Humanity 
*$100 to the Boys and Girls Club of Cumberland 
*$100 to Shooting Stars, a program that makes items available to parents and children who are very ill and need to 
be treated in a larger facility. 
* $300 to the Augustana Habitat Mission Trip 
*$300 to the Malawi Growing Mission Academy.  This is a program run through the Northwest Wisconsin Synod. 
 
Quilts and Kits mission projects were placed under the direction of the Church in Society committee this year.  
Thanks to your generous giving of time to sew, to tie and knit and your gifts of items for kits, Augustana was able to 
create and give quilts and school and health kits to Lutheran World Relief.  Newborn kits and hospice kits were 
taken to Global Health Ministries in Fridley.   This ministry will be continued in the summer months. Watch for 
announcements of what is to be collected and times to bring them to church. 
Fair Trade Coffee and chocolate continue to be hot items at Augustana.  Thanks to the tireless effort and 
tremendous amount of time by Carol and Jim Wallin, the sale of fair trade coffee at the Farmersô Market was very 
successful.  This is so good in many waysðfor evangelism for Augustana, and it helps the coffee grower coops in 
foreign countries get a fair price for their coffee beans. 
 
Those little hunger boxes were filled to overflowing.  $1922.69 was sent to the ELCA World Hunger Appeal.   Thank 
you for your participation. 
 
We are hoping in the New Year to have an Augustana presence at the Boys and Girls Club of Cumberland. 
 
God has blessed us richly. It is our hope that in the coming year we may continue to make the presence of God 
known in the world around us. 
 
Committee members:   Diane Carlson, Elaine Olson, Evelyn Brown, Jan Schweiger, Carol Wallin, Shirley Anne 
Evenson, and Carol Halverson 
 
We are always open to new members who have a passion for mission.   

 
Carol Halverson 
Church in Society 
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January Birthdays and Anniversaries 

Happy Birthday toé 
1 Merleen Bergmann, Cole Catlin, Cheri Goodwin, Diana Ostness,  
Darlene Paffel 
3 Katie Proescholdt 
4 Doris Rydberg 
6 Linda Bergstrom, Joy Neva, Amy Salveterra 
7 Ann Ethen, Shanna Frasier, Tom Lingen 
8 Giavanna Salvaterra, Lee Weaver 
9 Ben Stevens, Mason Moravitz 
10 Gina Grewe, Shayna Nickell 
11 Phil Anderson, Walter Shafer 
12 Jack Stetler, Jacob Weaver 
13 Trevor Bergstrom, David Johnson, Gordon Toftness 
14 Linda Anderson 
15 Becky Bents 
16 Lucas Kiekhoefer, Katie Malone,  
17 Olivia Annis, Josh Burling, Carley Green 
19 Janice Ahneman, Tyler Lloyd 
20 Robbie Barker, Tanner Johnson, Allan Siemers 
21 Rebecca Erickson 
23 Teri Most 
26 Kirsten Sandman, Tom Toftness 
27 Jill Molls, Roxanne Nelson, Blaine Stetler, Emma Stokes, Erin Stokes 
28 Scott Girard 
29 Chris Hopkins-Hile 
30 Sarah Jergenson 
31 Randy Barker, Kahlen Donatell, Diana Ficocello, Anna Hanson, Mitchell Hanson 
 

Happy Anniversary toé 
10 Bill and Lynn Capra 
14 Scott and Lisa Theese 
17 Gene and Arlene Hopkins 
20 Robert and Darlene Paffel 
 
 
 

 
Thank you to  
everyone who helped 
with the open the door  
youth fundraiser 
 

 
 
 

National Youth Gathering updates 
Next Meeting: January 29th 11:30 – 12:30   
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One of our own Augustana members, Libby DeJardin, in the September  
Lutheran  Magazine. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Mission trip éé.2012 
The Youth and Family committee would like to know if there is interest in doing a mission trip 

this summer.  
This would be a shorter trip Thursday-Monday. 

June 21st-25th 
Destination would be Michigan or North Dakota. 

Please email Carole by January 10th if interested. 
tdejardin@centurytel.net  

 
 

Milestone Ministry Committee – Next meeting: January 2
nd

 -6:00pm 
  

Home is church too! 
Jesus shared meals and taught in homes.  

 
We will be learning about how to share God’s word Monday-Sunday. 

Watch for more details.  
 

 
 
 
 

Faith Chest Work Day   inviting all men to come and join to help make faith chests for the 

next year of baptisms. 
 We will do construction and assembly on Sunday, February 19, at the Lussier Home. 

 Bill Lussier will be our host for the day.  
Please come at 1:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.   

If you have questions please talk to Bill or Carole D.  
 

 
 

 

mailto:tdejardin@centurytel.net
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THANK YOU TO THOSE SERVING IN JANUARY 
JANUARY 1 9:00 a.m. 
Elevator Operator Susan Jungerberg 
Greeters Diane Craine and Cole Donatell 
Ushers Shirley Anne Evenson and Jan Schweiger 
Worship Assistant                     Dave Evenson 

 
JANUARY 8 8:00 a.m. 10:30 a.m.   
Elevator Operator  Jan Schweiger  
Greeters Mark and Sandi McHenry Cathy Koser 
  Cody Elfers Nicholas Thill  
Ushers Pete Bergmann  Bill Olsen family 
  Gary Lundquist Taylor Olsen 
  Kalley Bergstrom 
Worship Assistant Vonnie Schell Marty Voshell 
Reader Val Sutherland Jeanette Olsen 
Acolytes Jordan Malone Alec Koser 

 
JANUARY 15   
Elevator Operator Vickie Komarek Barb Agen 
Greeters Nate and Val Anderson Doris Rydberg 
  Lindsey Bangsberg Joshua Weaver 
Ushers Pete Bergmann Jan Schweiger 
  Gary Lundquist Ryan Ledbetter 
  Luke Anderson 
Worship Assistant Val Sutherland Janice Ahneman 

 
JANUARY 22  
Elevator Operator Dean Bergstrom Karyn Hullinger  
Greeters Roger Anderson Jan Schweiger 
  Mason Moravitz Nicholas Stevens 
Ushers Pete Bergmann Scott Kupferschmidt family 
  Gary Lundquist Emma Kupferschmidt 
  Isaac Bucher 
Worship Assistant Vonnie Schell Terri Ruppel 
Reader Val Sutherland Joan Kraft 
Acolyte Maddy Lloyd Alisyn Stevens 

 
JANUARY 29  
Elevator Operator Alex Duncan Chad Olson 
Greeters Barb Agen Corrine Thoe 
  Tess Duncan Hailey White 
Ushers Pete Bergmann Mervin Olson 
  Gary Lundquist Carol Rohl 
  William Maline Bishop Bloom  
Worship Assistant Val Sutherland Dave Evenson 

  
Greeting Card Ministry  
Offering Counters Tom Hallgren and Rachael Stuntz 


